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President’s Eights 
 

VCA was host to the Association Croquet President’s Eights over the weekend 

of October 6th to 9th.  This four-day event attracts the top players from around  

Australia.  The event is played in four groups of 8 players in each group. The 
players are ranked according to their world ranking and placed into the four 

groups.  
 

Traditionally there have been three open eights and one women’s eight.  This 

year there were insufficient female entrants and the ACA decided to add men to 
round out the numbers. 
 

The top eight included three members of the winning MacRobertson Shield 

team – Robert and Malcolm Fletcher and Stephen Forster.  The format this year 

for all four eights was a double round robin.  
 

Robert Fletcher was outstanding in his eight. He won all his 14 games – 13 

triple peels and one quad peel – to claim the Eddie Hunt Trophy for the 9th  

consecutive year. He has never entered the event and not won it.  Runner-up 

was Stephen Forster with 9 wins from Malcolm Fletcher and Edward Wilson 
with 8 wins each. 
  

The Second Eight were battling for the Tom Howat Cup.  Peter Landrebe from 

NSW was the winner from Stephen Richards (Canberra CC).  There were some 
very long games in this block and a number of them were “put on the clock” to 

make sure everyone got home at a reasonable hour each night!!!  Peter lost two 

games only and both were to Trevor Bassett.  Those looking at the results in this 

Eight would notice not all games were completed – two players were forced to 
withdraw due to injury. 
 

The Third Eight (The Major Tingay Tray) produced the most even result of all.   

The winner Alan Honey (Canberra CC) won by one game from Kathleen 

Colclough.  Going into the last round both players were on 8 wins.  Alan  won 
his game and then waited for the result of the game between Kathleen and Terry 

Hopkins.  Kathleen had developed a handy lead when Terry hit-in in the last 

turn to take his ball to the peg and pip Kathleen by one hoop!! The result – Alan 
wins, Kathleen finished second with Tricia Devlin, Chris Grant, Terry Hopkins 

and Ralph Allan all winning 7 games, Tim Murphy with 6 wins and Kenn Boal 

with 5 successes!!!  A great contest which went right to the very last shot. 
  

           Continued on page 4 
 

 

Winner Robert Fletcher Runner up Stephen Forster 

 

Urgent!! 
  

Malletsports is in urgent need of 

tournament reports or any items of 

general interest about your club.  
 

I have been too short of items to 

produce an edition each month 
recently, something that usually 

only happens during the winter 

season. 
 

So don’t be shy...let the rest of 

Victoria know what is happening 

in your club! 
 

Editor 
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President’s Report 

GROWING CROQUET FACILITIES infrastructure project: Ideas Wanted 
 

This is a follow up to a message which was recently sent to Regional Secretaries and Regional Directors. 

Members may know that Croquet Victoria has received a $40,000 grant to prepare a ten-year plan (2020 - 2030) for 

the development of croquet facilities, potentially including a range of facilities from small neighbourhood clubs to 
regional centres. 
 

There are consultancy firms which specialise in this sort of work, and we are currently awaiting bids from several of 

them. We expect that the chosen consultant will start work in mid-January and will visit regions in the first half of 

next year. 
 

At this stage, we are collecting together preliminary thoughts on possible developments. Do your club’s facilities 

need expanding? Are there areas nearby crying out for further development?  What would you imagine your croquet 

facilities being like in ten years? Any thoughts on possibilities in neighbouring VCA Regions? Future regional cen-
tres don’t have to be based on our existing VCA regions, there could be two in some of our regions and other regions 

might share a regional centre. 
 

We would be most interested in your feedback on this matter.  
 

Kate Patrick (chair) 

Wayne Worladge (secretary) 

Growing Croquet Facilities Working Group 
worladge@gmail.com 

Since my last report, I seem to have been in meeting mode.   
 

In September, I and Vice-president Kate Patrick met with members of Sport & Recreation Victoria regarding a 

grant to employ a consultant to investigate and provide an overall plan for the development of croquet facilities in 
Victoria over the next ten years. 
 

In October, Secretary, Sarina Cevaal-Hewitt, and I met with Eaglehawk CC for the second time, to hear its concerns 
with VCA affiliation.  Later that day, along with VCC Courts Director, Jim Saunders, I met with a lighting engineer 

to investigate the condition and safety of the light towers at VCC and the following morning, along with the presi-

dents of another three minor sports, attended a breakfast hosted by the Chair of Vicsport.  This meeting reinforced 

my thinking that small sports all face many of the same problems.  Later in the month, I attended a meeting of the 
GC Selection Committee, in my capacity of an ex-officio member. 
 

As I write this report, I have just returned from Deniliquin, where the ACA GC Handicap Doubles and Singles were 
held on 6 – 10 November.  Congratulations to Brian Rowe (Essendon CC) and Kaye Moffat (Albury CC) who came 

second in the Doubles, losing narrowly to Peter Freer and Kate McLoughlin (Canberra CC), 7-5, 7-6.  Congratula-

tions also to hometown hero, Andy Davis (Deniliquin CC) who defeated Ron McBride (Victor Harbour CC, SA) 7-
6, 7-3, to win the Singles and the title of ACA GC Handicap Singles Champion. 
 

Deniliquin Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club, after five years, has indicated that it does not wish to host these events 

next year.  If any club, combination of clubs or region is interested in hosting them, please contact me for discus-
sions and to enable VCA to submit the required bid to ACA.  A minimum of eight courts is required, for a mini-

mum of 5 days.  (Play at Deniliquin has been constricted to five days, as the courts are needed for tennis on Satur-

days, but this need not apply to other venues.)   The events also do not need to be held over Cup week, although it 
does provide for an interesting Tuesday luncheon!  These events are very sociable and are ideal to be held in a 

country regional town or city. 
 

Jim Clement  
 

President VCA 

mailto:worladge@gmail.com
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Management Report  

Meeting Minutes:  
The VCA 19 September 2017 Committee of Management Meeting Minutes can be found on the VCA website at: 

http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170919CoM.pdf 

 

The VCA 16 October 2017 Council Meeting Minutes can be found on the VCA website at: 
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20171016Council.pdf 

 

VCA History 1866-2014: Each Regional Director were given the free copies of this consolidated history for distri-
bution to clubs within their Region. Additional copies can be purchased for $20.00 per copy from our Administrator. 

 

VCA Child Safe Policy: Thank you to those Clubs who have already notified me that they have adopted a Club 
Child Safe Policy. As part of Croquet Victoria's commitment to protect children from harm and abuse we need to 

ensure that clubs promote the safety of children, prevent child abuse and ensure effective processes are in place to 

respond to and report allegations of child abuse. Please notify me when your club has adopted their own policy. 

 
VCA Facebook Page: The engagement of our croquet community with the Croquet Victoria Facebook page is  

continuing to grow. Those posts that do particularly well are the individual stories such as the recognition of Pat 

Hopkins of the Morwell Croquet Club, '50 years a croquet player' and the previous post (May 2017) about Wilma 
Bath of the Drysdale Croquet Club who is still playing Association Croquet at 95 years of age. If there is a story 

worth the telling then let us know by emailing news@croquetvic.asn.au and it may appear in the news section of the 

VCA website of on the VCA Facebook. 

 

Seniors Festival 2017: It has been heartening to receive feedback about good numbers attending our croquet clubs 

during October (Seniors Festival Victoria 2017) and the fact that many are returning or taking up membership. 

Please forward a short summary of how your club fared during Seniors Festival for inclusion in the Croquet Victoria 
report to the Department of Ageing. 

 

Defibrillator Grant: VCA affiliated clubs located in New South Wales wishing to purchase a defibrillator can now 

apply to the Office of Sport (NSW) at https://sport.nsw.gov.au/clubs/grants/defibrillator 

 

Clubs located in Victoria can apply for grants towards the purchase of a defibrillator at 

 http://www.sport.vic.gov.au/grants-and-programs/defibrillators-for-sporting-clubs-and-facilities-program 

 
Regional Reports to Council: Please find set out below the revised schedule for the Regional Reports to Council.  

  

 
   

  December 2017:       NEDCA, SWCA and WMCMA 

  February 2018:  Wimmera 
 

 

 

 
 

Secretary VCA 

http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170919CoM.pdf
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20171016Council.pdf
https://sport.nsw.gov.au/clubs/grants/defibrillator
http://www.sport.vic.gov.au/grants-and-programs/defibrillators-for-sporting-clubs-and-facilities-program
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President Eights continued from page 1 
 

The Fourth Eight was also a close contest at the top.  Lindsay David (Queensland) and Gail Hopkins (Essendon) both 

had 10 wins and 4 losses.  The regulations for this tournament dictates a play-off where players have equal 

wins.  Lindsay won the play-off and hence was the winner.  Gail was runner-up with Ron McBride (SA) and Kerri-
Ann Organ (Belmont) with 9 wins in equal third place.  
 

We welcomed four players to their first President’s 8s – Callum Hyland (Tasmania), Ron and Shirlene McBride and 

Helena Panasewycz (all SA). Each player commented on their delight about playing and all were very competi-

tive. We look forward to watching their development over the coming months.  For Helena it was her first major 
ACA event, and for Ron and Shirlene their welcome to the senior ranks in Association Croquet.   Callum has been 

around for a number of years but has not been available for this event in other seasons. 
 

Our very sincere thanks to Mike Cohn (TR) and Brian Foley (ATR) who were on duty each of the four days.  The 

days were long with a start time of 8am and generally games not concluding till around 9pm.  Mike was very grateful 
for the support of Kate Patrick, Chas Quinn, Ian McKee, Eric O’Donnell and Graham Fahey.   
 

Special thanks to Trish Watts and Lorraine Gutcher who volunteered to help Lubi in the kitchen.  The players very 

much appreciated the range of food made available and the friendly service and assistance.   Many comments were 

made to me to pass onto the staff in the kitchen. 
 

The event is scheduled to be at Cairnlea in 2018 – and I can advise croquet players around Victoria it is a special 

display of the talent of the top players.  The next chance we got to see this talent on display is during the Australian 

Championships in the middle of November.  

Victorian Men’s and Women’s Championships 
   

The long-running Victorian Men’s and Women’s Championships were held at Cairnlea over the weekend of 28th and 

29th October.  It was great to see the lawns looking so green and playing well.  Yes – there are some areas where 

difficulties arise but overall the courts are looking good!  The best players handle all conditions and this was very 
evident over the weekend in trying weather conditions.  
 

Saturday was mild and reasonably calm but Sunday saw the wind pick up and it made conditions a lot more difficult.  

The Women’s Championships attracted a field of eight players.  Interestingly four of the players – Elaine Coverdale, 

Trish Devlin, Lara Ketelaars and Lois Kirk – had won the event in previous years.  Add to that list our new 
Champion – Gail Hopkins.  Gail was impressive over the two days as she won all her games and played very steadily. 

Elaine Coverdale was runner up – losing only to Gail.  Trish Devlin and Lara Ketelaars won four of their games. 
 

The Men’s Championships had a field of 10 players.  Stephen Forster won all his 7 games to comfortably win the 

event for the 6th time.  Stephen’s previous wins were in 2016, 2013, 2010, 2008 and 2000.  
 

The runner up in the Men’s was Kevin Beard, who along with Bill Hadden, Chris Grant and Terry Hopkins, won 4 

games.  Kevin had the superior net hoops total. 
 

Many thanks to Kevin for his great support in helping with the set-up of the lawns on Friday.  It is very much 

appreciated as it cuts down a lot of the time needed to get ready for these events.  I also would like to thank James 
Hood – VCA Greenkeeper – for the way he helps us by putting out the hoops, corner pegs, dividing pipes etc.  The 

VCA is to be commended for this initiative. 
 

To Brian Foley and Mike Cohn who refereed on both days.  A thankless task done with great efficiency and 

dedication. 
 

To the players also for their great support.  We have a great camaraderie among the players and their support in so 
many ways during these weekends is always appreciated.  It is amazing how quickly the courts can be dismantled and 

everything put away when so many help.  Thank you all. 
 

John Grieve Tournament Manager 
  

Right; Winner of the Men’s Championship 

Stephen Forster. 

Far right; Winner of the Women’s  

Championship Gail Hopkins. 
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Rich River Golf Croquet Classic 
 

The Rich River Golf Croquet Classic, an annual three-day event, was held on October 14, 15 and 16 this year.  The 

weather was perfect for the competition, the courts were in excellent condition and held up beautifully over three full 

days of competition. 
 

There were 34 entrants from 9 clubs – Deniliquin, Echuca-Moama, Ivanhoe, Monash, Numurkah, Shepparton,  

Sorrento, Twin City and Rich River. 
 

The competition is played in three divisions depending on the players’ handicaps.  Division 1 is for -5 to 5, Division 

2 for 6 to 8 and Division 3 for 9 to 12.  Each division was separated into two blocks due the number of entrants. 
  

Division 1 Block winners were Russell Smyth (Rich River) and John James (Deniliquin) who played off in the semi-
finals with second places in each block - Ian Grant (Rich River) and John Oudyn (Monash).  Semi-final winners Ian 

Grant and John James played in an exciting final with John James the winner.  Spectators were treated to some high 

quality croquet from these two players with -1 handicaps. 
 

Division 2 Block winners Maurice Cevaal-Hewitt of Twin City and Bill Manwaring of Sorrento played off in the 
finals, with Maurice winning 7 games to 4.  
 

Block winners in Division 3 played in the final and the overall winner was Terri Manwaring from Sorrento. Runner 

up was Graham Richards of Rich River. 
 

Players and spectators all enjoyed three days of friendly competition under blue skies with some excellent displays 
of golf croquet at its best. 
 

Dianne Smyth Rich River CC 
 

 
 
 

 

L to R; Div 1 Runner up Ian  
Grant and Winner John James  

 

L to R: Div 2 Runner up Bill 
Manwaring with Winner  

Maurice Cevaal-Hewitt  

L to R: Div 3 Winner Terri  
Manwaring and Runner up  

Graham Richards  

 The Sale-‘dale Challenge Shield 
 

On Sunday 12th November, golf croquet doubles teams from Sale and Bairnsdale croquet clubs competed for the 

inaugural Sale-‘dale Challenge Shield. The weather was perfect and the courts were in excellent condition.  
 

All contests were played in the very  best spirit of croquet and thoroughly enjoyed by all participants. Although 
many games were decided at the twelfth or thirteenth hoops, Sale was fortunate enough to finish with fourteen 

games to Bairnsdale’s six.  
 

Bairnsdale’s president, Diana Forrest, presented the shield to her Sale counterpart, Len Clissold, who co-managed 
the day with Mark Norwood from Bairnsdale. It was Mark’s idea to establish this event which has proved so  

popular.  It will be played at Bairnsdale next year.  
 

The fine shield was provided through the generosity of Bairnsdale. 
 

Phillip Clerici  Sale CC 
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Williamstown AC Tournament 
 

The weekend of 14th and 15th October heralded the coming of Spring.  The weather was warm, the wind gentle and 

the courts green and in good order. 
 

Williamstown Tournaments are known for their friendliness, food and scones!!  And this year  - a great event.  Four 

of the eight entrants in the -3 to 6 Range were current or former State Team members.  The defending champion - 
Kevin Beard - was an apology.     Kevin and Janette are enjoying a wonderful holiday in Canada and Alaska!! 
 

Simon Watkins and Tricia Devlin were among previous winners looking for another slant at the title.  The result of 

the event went right to extra turns in both the final games. If Chris Grant beats Simon - Chris wins the event. If  

Simon wins then the winner between Tricia and Elaine wins the title. Both games go to extra turns for a result - and 
Chris pips Simon by two hoops. Trish beats Elaine by one hoop. A great way to finish a very competitive tourna-

ment. 
 

Our thanks to Marie Calthorpe for her afternoon tea of scones, jam and cream - an acclaimed feature of the week-

end. 
 

My thanks to the players for acting as referees and for being so prompt and helpful over the weekend.   It is a pleas-

ure to work with such a co-operative group of players. 
 

Congratulations to Chris - he joins a formidable list of winners - Kevin Beard (6 times), Simon Watkins (3 times), 

Tony Chew (twice), Trish Devlin and Trevor Bassett all being previous winners.  Trish was runner up  - on equal 
games to Chris but with less nett hoops, with Elaine in third placing.  
 

John Grieves Tournament Manager 

Tournament winner - Chris Grant  

Why, Why, Why? 
 

Why is it that no plastic bag will open from the end you 

first try? 
 

How do those dead bugs get into enclosed light fixtures? 
 

In winter why do we try to keep the house as warm as it 

was in summer when we complained about the heat? 
 

Why do banks charge a fee on “insufficient funds” when 

they know there are not enough? 
 

If people evolved from apes, why are there still apes? 
 

Why do we press harder on a remote control when we 

know the batteries are getting weak? 
 

And my favourite 
The statistics on sanity are that one out of every four per-

sons is suffering from some sort of mental illness. Think 

of your three best friends - if they are okay, then it’s you! 
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Horsham CC Annual Tournament 
 

Horsham CC hosted their Annual Tournament on 18th, 19th, 20th October. Players from Victoria, South Australia 

and 2 players from UK enjoyed three great days of croquet, with 72 players competing over the 3 days with very 

kind weather. 
 

They came to play and were in awe of the standard of players, and have already started putting their names down for 

next year. 
 

Winners of the various sections; 
 

Hi/Lo  Div 1  Peter Donovan (Wonthaggi) 

  Div 2  Julie Weaver (Hyde Park SA) 
  Div 3   Pat Smith (Alexandra Ballarat) 
 

Singles Block 1-2 David Chapman (Hyde Park SA) 

  Block 3-4 Owen Dickinson (Essendon) 

  Block 5-6 Fay Harrison (Belmont) 
  Block 7   Marilyn Smith (Victor Harbour SA) 
 

Doubles H’cap  

  Block 1 Val and Jim Saunders (Belmont) 

  Block 2  Margaret Pope and Glenn Price (Horsham) 
  Block 3 Anne and Andrew Larpent (UK) 

  Block 4 Les Matthews and John James (Drysdale) 

  Block 5 Denise McMillan and Kerry-Ann Jones (Dimboola) 
 

Rae Hill Tournament Manager 

 

Block 1 Val and Jim Saunders (Belmont) 

Block 2 Margaret Pope and  
Glenn Price (Horsham) 

Block 3 Anne and Andrew Larpent (UK) 

Hi/Lo Doubles Winners and Runners up  

L to R; Div 2 R/u Dianne Love, Div 2 Winner Julie Weaver,  

Div 3 Winner Pat Smith Div 3 R/u Barry Sherwell,  

Div 1 R/u Robert Weaver and Div 1 Winner Peter Donovan 

Singles Block 1-2 Runner up Richard 

Parks with Rae Hill, Tournament Manager 

and Donna Frost, Club President. 
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Golf Croquet Coaching Notes by John van der Touw 
  

2. Hitting a ball away 

Sometimes you will strike your ball so that it hits another ball. This is commonly known as a “roquet” (pronounced row-

kay or row-key). The term “roquet” comes from association croquet. Usually that other ball will be an opponent’s ball and 

your aim will be either to prevent it from being able to run the hoop or to prevent it from knocking one of your balls away. 

Occasionally, however, you will roquet your partner ball in order to put it in a favourable position when getting it into 

such a position quickly is important. 

Roquets can be divided into three types: stun shots, long roquets and other. A stun shot is one where the striker's ball 
doesn’t travel very far but the other ball travels an appreciable distance. It is often called a stop shot because you want the 

striker's ball to stop as soon as possible. 

How to do a stun shot. If you want the struck ball to stop quickly after it hits the other ball you must make sure you hit 

the other ball dead centre. At the moment of impact, the mallet head should either be parallel to the ground or slightly ris-

ing. To achieve this, take stance which is slightly further back from your ball. The reason the mallet head should not still 

be descending at the moment of impact is that such an action will impart too much spin on the struck ball or even cause 

the struck ball to jump. This will cause it to keep moving more after it hits the other ball. A short follow through also 

helps to get the struck ball to stop quickly, but this is much less important that hitting accurately. However, if he striker  

ball and the other ball are close to each other at the start, then a short follow through is important in order to avoid a    

double tap. 

The danger of a double tap. If the two balls are less than 5 cm apart (but not touching) at the start of the stroke, a double 

tap will result, no matter how careful you are, unless you play at an angle to the line of centre of the ball. In other words, if 

the balls are too close, do not attempt a stun shot. Even if the balls are 15 cm or more apart at the start, a double tap can 

result if you use too much follow through. 

Longer roquets. If the two balls are more than 30 cm apart at the start it is difficult to do a good stun shot. From greater 

distances it is impossible to get the striker ball to stop abruptly even if it hits the other ball dead centre. Since you usually 

want your ball to stop soon after it hits the other ball, strike your ball only as hard as necessary to knock the other ball to 

where you want it. 
 

Other roquets. Even when you are close to the ball you want to hit with your striker ball,  

you may not want to do a stun shot. This is illustrated in examples 4 and 5 below. For  
these shots you may want to hit the other ball with a glancing blow. 

Getting the angle right is difficult. If you want to do them well then, as with any shots, you  

must practice. The diagram may be of some help. The balls will travel approximately in the 

directions of the thick lines. Friction between the balls will take them both a bit closer to the 

line of swing. 

Key points 

1. For a stun shot it is very important that the striker ball hits the other ball dead centre. 

2. For most roquets the mallet head should be flat or rising when it strikes the striker’s ball.  

3.    When hitting a ball away a firm shot is often needed but don’t use more force than  

 necessary 

Example 4: Neither blue nor black can hit yellow from where they are to prevent it from  

running the hoop. The blue ball could, however, hit black with a glancing blow to put it in  

front of the hoop. A really good nudge would allow black to run the hoop before it was  

yellow’s turn. At the very least, black could be put into a position where it can hit yellow  
away. Either way, it is important that black be put where it cannot be hit away by red. 
 

Example 5: As in the first example, here is a good opportunity for blue to hit red away. If you 

wanted to be cautious, you would use a stun shot to make sure blue stayed near  the hoop. If, 

‘however, you wanted to be ambitious, you could hit red with a glancing  blow to not only hit it 

far away, but to also have blue finish near the next hoop (e.g. near  hoop 2 if this was hoop 1).  

Then, provided red did not knock black away, it could run the hoop and blue could stay 

where it was to get a head start for the next hoop. 
 

To be continued in next edition 

 
I have had a request to repeat these coaching notes...new players may find them helpful too. Editor. 
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Colac Malletsports Club Opens 
 

Colac Mallet Sports Club Inc. officially opened on Thursday 

7th September 2017. 
 

A nonagenarian  member Kath Batson ran the first hoop, 

officially declaring the 2017-18  croquet season open 

Photo of Kath and members at front of club house included 

~Anne Grogan 
 

For Gwen Bray Sec. CMSC Inc. 

Kath Batson running the first hoop and declaring the 
2017/18 season open, watched by Olive Braver,  

Alie Springer, Tony Wheeler, Jenny and Fred Newman,  

Lorraine Boyd, Lorraine Garner and Gwen Bray 
(photographer). 

Player of the South West Tournament 
 

Player of the South West enjoyed great weather for their annual tournament the lawns were in great condition and 2 

days of play was enjoyed by all. 
 

Congratulations to Brian Mibus of Hamilton who was winner of section 2 winning with the same number of games 

as the runner up but making more hoops and making a peg out in one of his games. Runner up was Janelle Dunn of 
Warrnambool who won 3 games. Richard Stevenson of Hamilton made the best break with 9 hoops. 
 

Section 3 was a close section with Bruce Uhe of Portland with 4 wins followed by John Haydon Hamilton with 3 

wins. 
 

The fourth section block was divided into 2 sections, Section 1 being won by Barbara Mc Kean Warrnambool who 
won all her games and also made the biggest break . Lesley  

Hobbs was runner up. Section 2 was won by Diane Lindquist 

(Terang) from Rhonda McInerney (Koroit). Both players had  

the same number of games with the winner being  decided on  
a countback of hoops 
 

Cicely Fenton  Secretary Hamilton CC  
 

Left to Right; John Haydon , Diane Lindquist, Bruce 
Uhe, Brian Mibus, Barbara McKean, Janelle Dunn, 

and tournament manager Doris Lanyon 
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Dawson 2000 International MKII Croquet Balls 

1ST/2nd/3rd Sets 

Association Clips 

  1st/2nd/3rd Sets 

 Now Available 

Mallets 

Corner Flags (set of 4) 

- Plain 

- Embroidered with club name 

(photos available on request) 

 Coming Soon: 

Golf Clips 

Centre Pegs 

auscroquetco@gmail.com  

Vale - Stan Sellings 
 

The members of the Sale Croquet Club were saddened  

by the death in October of their esteemed life member,  
Stan Sellings.  
 

A long time ago when Stan was the only male member of the 

club he did a great deal of work in maintaining  the extensive 

surroundings of the courts and was always on hand for that 
extra job.  
 

Stan was a regular competitor in association croquet pennant 

and tournaments and travelled with his beloved Joan to many 

tournaments outside Gippsland.  
 

He will be remembered too as an association croquet  

referee, mentor and coach. Stan was a staunch back-up for 

Joan in her extensive involvement in Gippsland croquet and 

then with Victorian Croquet Association.  
 

He has left wonderful memories with his extensive family of 

children, grand-children and great-grandchildren and with 

many people in the croquet community. 
 

Phillip Clerici  Sale CC 

MARKETING AND PUBLICITY: UPDATE 
 

The Marketing and Publicity subcommittee have drafted a program of activity over the next few months, see below. 
Additional ideas from members and clubs would be most welcome - send your thoughts 

to marketing@croquetvic.asn.au . 
 

NOVEMBER 

Information goes out about Premier's Active April. A great opportunity for recruiting new players of all ages. 
 

Promo items available free for use by clubs with local promotions - these can be ordered from Sandra.  

• bookmarks for non-members attending your club 

• trifold leaflets to hand out at promotional activities 

• new poster (“Croquet: Victorians Shine”) to display at suitable venues where sporty people may be attracted to 
croquet (eg swimming pools, golf clubs, bowling clubs, libraries, exercise physiotherapists, supermarkets) 

 

The Growing Your Club section of the Croquet Vic website has been enlarged to include more ideas about promo-

tion and recruitment. See croquetvic.asn.au/GrowingCroquet . 
 

DECEMBER 
New! Croquet Vic branded ballpoints available. Probably $20 for a packet of 10. Watch the website for details.  
 

The AC championships are on! Come to Cairnlea and watch some world-class play!  
 

Time to publicise your Christmas events in the local paper. 
 

Please send URLs for any stories they run to news@croquetvic.asn.au, a link will be published on the Croquet Vic 

website in the Links and Resources section. 
 

Kate Patrick (chair) 
Wayne Worladge (secretary) 

Growing Croquet Facilities Working Group 

worladge@gmail.com 

mailto:marketing@croquetvic.asn.au
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/GrowingCroquet
mailto:news@croquetvic.asn.au
mailto:worladge@gmail.com
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STATE GOLF CROQUET TRAINING PROGRAM FOR 2017/18 

The GC Selection Committee has reviewed the State Golf Croquet Training Program for GC players who wish to 

improve their performance. 

The revised system will consist of three squads and will be managed by Lester Hughes. 

Early Development 

For players in their first years of playing, typically with a handicap of 7 or higher. 

It is planned to run two training programs, each over two weekends. 

No invitation required, but registration is requested. 

State Level Development 

For State level players and those looking to progress to state level. 

Typically a handicap of 6 or lower. 

It is planned to run two training programs, each over two weekends. 

No invitation required, but registration is requested. 

State Team Squad 

This squad will consist of players who have already been invited and have agreed to join the Squad. The State Team 

will mainly be drawn from this group. 

It is planned to run one training programs over a weekend prior to May, 2018. 

Training dates and venues will be advised at a later date. 

Participants will need to register their intention to attend. 

The GC Selection Committee and the GC Coaches are always keen to see players seriously endeavoring to improve.  

THE BEST WAY TO IMPRESS THE SELECTORS AND THEREFORE COME TO SELECTORS’ AT-

TENTION IS TO PLAY AND PERFORM WELL IN MAJOR TOURNAMENTS. 

For example the – Victorian Open, Victorian Women’s and Men’s, ACA Open, ACA   Women’s and Men’s and oth-

er state and international events etc… 

Please take advantage of the VCA’s coaching system to help you improve and reach your goals. 

 

Jim Saunders Chairman, GC Selection Committee 

2 November, 2017 



   

MSV____________________________________________________________
Opinions expressed in MSV do not necessarily reflect those of VCA.        Victorian Croquet  Association  Inc.        PH  8361 8887 
While every care is taken to ensure accuracy of information, no responsibility        Victorian Croquet Centre.   E-mail: 
is accepted by MSV or VCA for errors that may occur inadvertently.                           65 Nobel Banks Drive.            administration@croquetvic.asn.au

                 CAIRNLEA   3023                       Website: www.croquetvic.asn.au 
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CONTACTS: 

Fixtures & Tournaments   

John Grieve,   (03) 9397 2632 
Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au 

 

State Coordinator - Gateball           

Philip Brown (Kew CC) 

(03) 9571 4395 

Email gateball@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator - Association  

John Grieve (Williamstown CC) 
(03) 9397 2632 

Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au 
 

State Coordinator - Golf Croquet   

Lorraine Gutcher (Morwell CC) 

(03) 5134 4990 

Email golfcroquet@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator of Referees - AC 

Brian Foley (Sandringham CC) 

(03) 9584 8405 

Email acreferees@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator of Referees - GC  

John van der Touw (MCC) 

(03) 9803 3433 

Email gcreferees@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Handicapper - Association 

Doron Gunzburg  

0419 616 563  

Email dgunzburg@hotmail.com   

 State Coordinator of Coaching 

Ruth Duffy (Corowa Civic CC) 

(02) 6033 3864 - 0418 415 368 

Email coaching@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Handicapper - Golf Croquet 

Jim Clement (Sarsfield CC)     

(03) 5156 8149 

Email  handicapsgc@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

Association & Golf AHS1's:  
following Association and Golf tourna-

ments, and handicap updates, please send 
AHS1 forms to  Ian McKee 

PO Box 359W Ballarat West Vic 3350 

Email  anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au. 
 

 

 Malletsports Editor  

Rosalie Newman (Ballarat Western CC) 

Unit 20/29 Stawell St. Ballarat East 3350 
Email  malletsports@croquetvic.asn.au 

Submissions for the next edition 

due by the 12th Dec please 

Upcoming Events at Victorian Croquet Centre 

Dec 

1-3 VCA GC H’cap Singles; range -6 to 20  ) Lorraine Gutcher  

1-3 VCA GC H’cap Doubles; range -6 to 20  ) 5134 4990 

4-9 Trans Tasman; range -3 to 20    Queensland 

9-10 Selectors’ Invitation; range -3 to 20  

16-17 ACA AC Bronze Medal; range 3 to 20 

27- 1 Jan VCA AC Open Doubles; range -3 to 20 ) John Grieve  

27-1 Jan VCA AC Open Singles; range -3 to 20  ) 0424 362 935  

Jan 

13-14 VCA AC Silver Medal; range -3 to 20  ) John Grieve  

13-14 VCA AC Bronze Medal; range -3to 20  ) 0424 362 935 

26-26 Aust Day GC Challenge; range -6 to 20  ) Lorraine Gutcher  

27-29 VCA GC Open Singles; range -6 to 20  ) 5134 4990 

 

 

 

Association Tournaments around the State 

Nov 

27-27 Korumburra; range -3 to 20   Helen Checkley 5655 247 

Jan 

8-11 Portland; range -3 to 20     Meg Gallpen 0428 350 239 
15-17 Warrnambool City; range -3 to 20  Margaret Kelson 0418 614 937 

18-25 Brunswick Electric Light; range -3 to 20 Kate Patrick 0403 108 215 

 

   

 

 

 

Golf Croquet Tournaments around the State 

Nov 

25-26 Ballarat Alexsndra; range -6 to 20  Brian Reither 5339 2002 

Jan 

6-7 MCC; range -6 to 20     Colin Melville 9844 2141 
20-21 Sale Singles; range -6 to 20   Wilma Freeman 5144 2950 

 

 

 

 

 

Gateball 
 

Nov 

17-19 Young NSW Gateball Championships 

mailto:dgunzburg@dodo.com.au
mailto:anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au

